e Let's welcome Mona Hassouna into
our Citizen Lebanon Community.
She is the new Program Manager
for the DPNA team.

e Jinane Doumit recently came back
from the United States where she
attended a international colloquium
on "Women and Security" organized
by the Institute for Inclusive Security.

e Dani Kalakesh is currently in the
United States attending a two-
month intensive English course.

Until Now:

o Baldati has held a total of 51/50
discussion groups on Topic |,
37/50 discussion groups on Topic
I, 28/50 discussion groups on
Topic Ill, 23/50 discussion groups
on Topic IV, 17/50 discussion
groups on topic V and 11/50 dis-
cussion groups on Topic VI.

e CESMO has held a total of 56/70
discussion groups on Topic | , 56/70
discussion groups on Topic I, 53/70
discussion groups on Topic lll, 53/70
discussion groups on Topic IV,
41/70 discussion groups on topic V
and 3 discussion groups on Topic VI.

e DPNA has held a total of 49/50
discussion groups on Topic |,
48/50 discussion groups on Topic
Il, 46/50 discussion groups on
Topic Ill, 43/50 discussion groups
on Topic IV, 9/50 discussion
groups on topic V and 8/50 dis-
cussion groups on Topic VI.

« Hayya Bina has held a total of
30/30 discussion groups on Topic
I, 30/30 discussion groups on
Topic I, 30/30 discussion groups
on Topic lll and 30/30 discussion
groups on Topic IV, 30/30 discus-
sion groups on Topic V and 25/30
discussion groups on Topic VI.

e LPHU has held a total of 24/24
discussion groups on Topic I,
22/24 discussion groups on Topic
Il and 22/24 discussion groups on
Topic Ill, 18/24 discussion ses-
sions on Topic IV, 15/24 discus-
sion sessions on Topic V and 8/24
discussion sessions on Topic VI.

e PPM has held a total of 31/40 dis-
cussion groups on Topic |, 30/40
discussion groups on Topic I, 25/40
discussion groups on Topic lll, 13/40
discussion groups on Topic IV and
9/40 discussion groups on topic V.

« Shu'on Janoubiya has held a total of
46/46 discussion groups on Topic |,
46/46 discussion groups on Topic Il
46/46 on Topic lll, 46/46 discussion
groups on topic IV, 46/46 discussion
groups on topic V and 38/46 discus-
sion groups on topic VI.
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Center Stage

On January 19 and 20, Citizen Lebanon (CL) Program Managers partici-
pated in a training workshop by the Catholic Relief Services (CRS) to
develop fundraising and networking skills. The two-day workshop, held
at the request of the CL partners, took place at the Sheraton Four Points
Hotel in Verdun, Beirut. Mindy Burrell, CRS Country Representative in
Lebanon let the training with assistance from NDI's CL team, Sally Abi
Khalil, Maroun Sfeir, and Jad Sakr as well as Kamil Wanna, Head of CRS
Programming.

The training provided the par-
ticipants with all of the skills
they need to effectively seek
out and obtain funding for a
proposed advocacy project.
On the first day of the training,
Mindy introduced participants
to the basics of fundraising
principles and formulas and to
useful skills such as knowing
the donors and when to part-
ner with an international NGO.
The workshop also included less traditional activities, such as question-
naire entitled "Are you a Donor Flirt?"

On the second day, the training focused on proposal writing and evalu-
ation. In a role-playing exercise, program managers assumed the role of
donor representatives and simulated a proposal evaluation.
Afterwards, the participants were split into small groups to evaluate
two proposals that CRS had submitted to donor agencies, based on
structure, relevance, and the budget, among other indicators.
Participants became familiar with the various elements of a proposal as
well as the proposal timeline, which includes 11 steps from gathering
intelligence on the donor and competition to submitting the proposal.
CL partners also received a lesson in fundraising etiquette with an activ-
ity entitled "Donor Visit Do's and Don'ts."

The training workshop closed with an exercise in creating a sample
fundraising plan and strategy. Partners felt encouraged and empow-

ered by the new skills they acquired in the training.

“The trainers’ approach was interactive and engaging, which made the
whole experience very enriching.” Christelle Abou Chabké.

Ramzi W. Hage CRS Programming Department.
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Ahmad al-Amine

Program Manager,
Shu'on Janoubiya

What do you consider your greatest
achievement?

Be a major player in building a strong
base on managerial and financial level
in my organization.

If you could privately interview one
Lebanese politician, who would you choose?
Dr. Saleem al-Hoss

What is your favorite catchphrase by a
Lebanese Politician?

“In Lebanon there is a lot of freedom
but no Democracy”. Dr.Saleem al-Hoss
Which humanitarian cause do you fully
embrace?

Empowerment of the poor.

If you could live during another histori-
cal era, which would it be?

The Medieval Age.

On what occasion do you lie?

When | can spare someone’s feelings.

If you were the Lebanese President for
one day, what would be your first major
decision?

Give a bigger role for CSOs.

Which words or phrases do you most
overuse?

"As u know"

If you were to die and come back as a
person or a thing, what would it be?

Sayf eldawla al hamadani

Which person (dead or alive) would you
like to have over dinner?

The Father of us all,"Adam".

What is your favorite occupation?
Formula 1 Driver.

Who are your favorite writers?

Al-Motanabi

What is your greatest fear?

Injustice

If you could ask Barack Obama one
question, what would that be?

Why is it legal for Israel to own weapons
of mass destructions?

What is the trait you most deplore in others?

Talk a lot.

What do you consider the most overrat-
ed virtue?

Honesty.

If you could magically start speaking a
new language, what would it be?

The Sign Language

What is your motto?

byadd] doe siad)

Educational Worries in Majdel Anjar, Bekaa

During the third discussion group meeting of Majdel Anjar in the Bekaa, participants, mostly educators in the public sec-
tor, expressed worry and concern over both the difficulties they are facing adjusting to modern teaching methods (due
to lack of training) and the overall relationship between teachers and school administrations.

Participants therefore agreed that George Ghrib, a public school inspector in the Bekaa with extensive experience,
would be the most suited individual to answer some of their most pressing concerns. As a result, Mr. Ghrib was invited
to attend the following discussion group meeting, which turned into a fruitful question and answer session, followed by
a debate. The public school inspector was able to introduce participants to best practices and teaching methods that
may alleviate some of their apprehensions, especially regarding their relationship with the school administrations.
Discussion group participants felt they greatly benefited from such an activity, but more importantly expressed an
appreciation towards this eye-opening experience in dealing effectively with collective community issues.

Moreover, participants were eager to delve more seriously into the Citizen Lebanon curriculum since it clearly empow-
ers them with information on their roles and responsibilities as citizens, as well as ways to advocate for community

issues in a positive and constructive manner.

On a personal level, I was extremely satisfied since I felt I was able to highlight, through the Citizen Lebanon program,
the right of students to a comfortable and safe environment while helping teachers easily adjust to changing conditions.

Mohammad Jarrah, Facilitator, DPNA




In The Spotlight Partner at a Glance: Permanent Peace Movement

a,‘«’ “‘h The Permanent Peace Movement (PPM) was founded
V§',’ ) in 1986, at the height of the Lebanese civil war, by a

o 3 \ = V roup of university students. Unified by their aver-
Christelle Abou Chabké N,/  sroup ob ty - Unified by their
Program Manager, Hayya Bina i sion to violence and common vision of a brighter,
PERMANENT PrACEMOVEMENT  miore peaceful future, they set the cornerstone for
1. What do you consider your greatest ila el —ulli—s, P . y . . .
achievement? what has grown into an experienced organization
My good reputation, in addition to my that promotes peace throughout the MENA region.
great results at university
2. [fyou could privately interview one . . L. .
Lebanese politician, who would you choose? In the last decade PPM has mediated and delivered tralnlng m
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah Cyprus, Syria, Jordan, Egypt, Yemen, Sudan and Lebanon and has
3. What is your favorite catchphrase by a trained I i NGO staff. Th izati h d ] d int
Lebanese Politician? rained Iraqi staff. The organization has developed into a
La youmken regional hub for peace building issues. It is the regional secretariat of
4. Which humanitarian cause do you fully the Global Partnership for Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) and founder of The Arab Partnership for
embrace? . . . . . s .
Human Rights Conflict Prevention (APCP); the regional representative for the International Coalition to Stop the Use of Child
5. If you could live during another histori- Soldiers; regional coordinator for the Non-Violence Network in the Arab Countries (NNAC); in the stirring com-
ﬁ'e}e;ér:‘éh;\cghewww it be? mittee for the MENA Action Network on Small Arms (MENAANSA); and The Arab Network for tolerance.
6. On what occasion do you lie?
Oh I neveeeeer licee PPM focuses on a number of issues related to peace building, which are expressed in the variety of projects we
7. If you were the Lebanese President for . ] t. Most tlv PPM h ked . lated t flict luti trol. child soldi
one day, what would be your first major implement. Most recently ave worked on issues related to conflict resolution, arms control, child soldiers,
decision? democracy and participation, restorative justice, nonviolence, and socioeconomic rights.
Put some heads in prison
8. Which words or phrases do you most . . , C e . ' AP :
overuse? P d What is reflected in all of PPM's priorities is the fact that we strive for perpetual 'positive’ peace and not just the
Eno Kaza ending of violence. In this sense our campaigns aim at the creation of what

9. If you were to die and come back as a : Cpp ; ; 3 -
person o a thing, what would it be? We percel\./e _to be. more mature soaet%es .bllult on humanism and social In The SpOtllght
A rainbow justice. Within this quest we address individuals, talk to groups, lobby
10. Which person (dead or alive) would you governments and global actors which then results in a broad scope of
like to have over dinner? e . .. . .
activities ranging from training to publications.

Kazem el Saher
11. What is your favorite occupation?

Diplomat The most basic lesson PPM learned, in over twenty years of working for a
12. Who are your favorite writers? . ’ Yy ) g Samer Fatfat

Paulo Coelho, Said Akl safer more peaceful world, is that everybody can be a peace builder. Program Manager, CESMO
13. What is your greatest fear?

Death 1. What do you consider your greatest

14. If you could ask Barack Obama one h f . gchleveFm tefntt?
question, what would that be? Snaps OtS rom BeIFUt 2 Ifar:jrcoilda rivately interview one
What do you think about the journalist -y p. . y
that hit Bush with his shoes? Lebanese politician, who would you

. . . choose?
15. X‘:E:ng‘:"a“m most deplore In others? On December 20th, 2008, the Lebanese Physically Handicapped Union Setrida Geagea
16. What do you consider the most overrat- (LPHU), in collaboration with the newly established organization Aie 3. \Illf:nlzsfggﬁ‘g;:‘: catchphrase by a
ed virtue? Serve and the Social Activism Club from the American University of Beirut "Waleysma3one jayedan’
Benevolence . (AUB), organized a one day workshop for Citizen Lebanon discussion 4. Which humanitarian cause do you fully
17. If you could magically start speaking a . ; . b ~
new language, what would it be? group participants on elections, the electoral process, democratic actors j’;‘tizce-
" w:a?isfofrniﬁtg; and the role of media. A group of 18 participants attended the workshop 5. If you could live during another histori-
Live your life with all your foolishness f'md benefited from mform'atlon. tha.t will provide them access to the polht \cleaf?zg:mh would it be?
ical process affecting their daily lives. The workshop aimed at raising . .
o o . : L 6. On what occasion do you lie?
awareness among participants on citizenship-related issues which is the In Meetings with Politicians

goal of the Citizen Lebanon program that works with citizens to empower them with the necessary skills and 7. Ifyou were the Lebanese President for

.. . . . . one day, what would be your first major
knowledge to participate effectively in the decision making process. decision?

Extend the period of my presidency

8. Which words or phrases do you most
overuse?

"Ahlen"

9. If you were to die and come back as a
person or a thing, what would it be?
Donkey

10. Which person (dead or alive) would you
like to have over dinner?

Gandhi

11. What is your favorite occupation?
Agricultural Engineer

12. Who are your favorite writers?

Naser Kandeel

13. What is your greatest fear?

When a day comes where | fear some
thing

14. If you could ask Barack Obama one
question, what would that be?

' N If you were a Palestinian what would

Paul Boustany from LPHU facilitating a discussion session you have done?

15. What is the trait you most deplore in others?

During the workshop, participants discussed the role of the dif-
ferent democratic actors in society including civil society
organizations and political parties; they also talked about elec-
tions, different electoral systems, and the electoral process in
Lebanon. Moreover, the workshop shed a light on the signifi-
cance of being organized with the purpose of reaching set goals
and the importance of setting a common ground for the various
issues in society. In this context, LPHU took the opportunity to
present to CL participants the Lebanese Budget Project
(www.leb-budget.org) another LPHU program. Mr. Ali
Chakrani, budget analyst, presented the project's experience in
the field of lobbying the parliamentarians for budget trans-
parency and civil society participation in the budget process
and gave a brief explanation on the Lebanese budget process.
Additionally, Aie serve president, Mr. Afif Al Tabsh, presented

the organization's experience from the organization's early Deceit

days to today. Mr. Saadedine Al Kurdi also gave a presentation on electoral systems and the upcoming Lebanese 16. Z‘(’jh\‘/’itrti‘g“ consider the most overrat-
election process. Participants greatly enjoyed the workshop experience and have requested that more of the Our neighbor "Fadelah”

same are Organized. 17. If you could magically start speaking a

new language, what would it be?
Sinhala (Sri Lanka)

18. What is your motto?
Ahlam Al Ams heya haga'ek al youm a
ahlam al youm heya hagaek al gad
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