Hala Sakr, facilitator from PPM,
just returned from Genéve where
she attended a two-week training
course on International Human
Rights Law and Advocacy.

Aziza Serhan (also known as Layla
Serhan) started working in
Nabatiyyeh with Khalil Rizk. "l am
loving it", she said hesitantly. She
is replaced in Bint Jbeil by Diana
Berry.

Ali Badra is back on the field, work-
ing with the same excitement and
commitment that made him
famous.

Until Now:

Baldati has held a total 35/50 dis-
cussion sessions on Topic I,
29/50 discussion sessions on
Topic IV, 22/50 discussion ses-
sions on topic V, 13/50 discussion
sessions on Topic VI, and 5 /50
discussion sessions on topic VII.
CESMO has held a total of 60/70
discussion sessions on Topic
11,60/70 discussion sessions on
Topic IV, 59/70 discussion ses-
sions on topic V, 54/70 discussion
sessions on topic VI and 35/70
discussion sessions on Topic VII.
DPNA has held a total of 50/50 on
Topic Ill, 50/50 discussion ses-
sions on topic 1V, 50/50 discus-
sion sessions on topic V, 49/50
discussion sessions on topic VI
and 36/50 discussion sessions on
Topic VII.

Hayya Bina has held a total of
30/30 discussion sessions on
Topic Il and 30/30 discussion ses-
sions on Topic IV, 30/30 discus-
sion sessions on Topic V, 30/30
discussion sessions on Topic VI
and 25/30 discussion session on
topic VII.

LPHU has held a total of 22/24
discussion sessions on Topic llI,
18/24 discussion sessions on
Topic IV, 21/24 discussion ses-
sions on Topic V, 20/24 discussion
sessions on Topic VI and 17/24
discussion sessions on Topic VII.
PPM has held a total of 32/40 dis-
cussion sessions on Topic I,
25/40 discussion sessions on
Topic IV, 24/40 discussion ses-
sions on topic V and 18/40 discus-
sion session on Tropic VI.

Shu'on Janoubiya has held a total
of 42/47 on Topic lll, 44/47 dis-
cussion sessions on topic IV,
43/47 discussion sessions on
topic V, 44/46 discussion sessions
on topic VI and 39/47 discussion
sessions on Topic VII.
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Center Stage

As part of Citizen Lebanon's approach to continuous support and assis-
tance to partners, NDI organized a series of individual partner trainings
on the Lebanese Municipal Code which took place at each organization's
headquarters.

The trainings came at a critical time since partner organizations are shifting
from the education to advocacy. As a result, the opening session of the train-
ing consisted of a general discussion about the opportunities and challenges
being faced in this next phase. Participants talked about the mechanisms
they are using to identify needs in the various communities and develop
feasible and effective campaign plans. They also had questions about their
changing roles in the coming few months--how to play a more active role,
coaching and leading discussion group participants, while making sure the
groups remain essentially in charge of their respective campaigns. Keeping
the participants fully engaged in local action and in activities leading up to
the upcoming parliamentary elections was also a topic of discussion.

Following this introductory session, participants delved into the Municipal
Code. Through a series of participatory exercises that were effective in pro-
voking dialogue and creating an interactive environment, the participants
looked at the legally-defined powers of municipal councils, and related
them to the actual work of their respective municipalities.

"l preferred it when I thought municipal councils were only responsible for
renovating roads and disposing of garbage," said Ali, jokingly, as a reaction
to one of the exercises.

Additionally, the training focused on a series of articles that facilitators
need to be aware of during the advocacy phase, which include articles on
the right to information at the municipal level or the various forms of con-
flict of interests in local government.

The heart of the training focused on the administrative and financial control
exercised by the central government over municipalities; the official agents of
decentralization. "Fine, so I was right, municipal councils can't do much,"” said Ali.

Wrapping up, facilitators realized that while municipal councils certainly
have prerogatives that allow them to play a greater role at the local level
than most of them are currently playing, the reality is different. For
municipalities to become "the authority that regulates the life of citizens
within the boundaries of the municipality,” the municipal code needs to
be reformed and amended.

"One thing is sure, I now have a clearer idea of which authority to target
depending on the issue I am are advocating for,"” explained Grace.

Peaceful Confrontation

13.

14.

15.
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In The Spotlight

¥ Mohammad Jbara
Facilitator, Baldati

What do you consider your greatest
achievement?

No answer

If you could privately interview one
Lebanese politician, who would you choose?
Nassib Lahoud

What is your favorite catchphrase by a
Lebanese Politician?

Sovereignty and Independence

Which humanitarian cause do you fully
embrace?

The cause of the missing, in general

If you could live during another histori-
cal era, which would it be?

Lebanon, from 1940 until the present
times

On what occasion do you lie?

To delay the truth

If you were the Lebanese President for
one day, what would be your first major
decision?

To abolish political confessionalism
Which words or phrases do you most
overuse?

Al Wade3 al Hali (the current circum-
stances)

If you were to die and come back as a
person or a thing, what would it be?
Elias al-Hraoui

. Which person (dead or alive) would you

like to have over dinner?
Mosbah al-Ahdab

. What is your favorite occupation?

Working in civil society organizations

. Who are your favorite writers?

Gibran Khalil Gibran

What is your greatest fear?

The war

If you could ask Barack Obama one
question, what would that be?

What is your policy towards Lebanon
What is the trait you most deplore in
others?

Lack of commitment

. What do you consider the most overrat-

ed virtue?
Fairness

. If you could magically start speaking a

new language, what would it be?
German

. What is your motto?

The right to knowledge can't be denied
to anyone

Often we find hesitation in the eyes of the general public, especially people who are afraid to voice their needs and
wants. Why do we run and hide behind masks and surrender to this reality? Does our silence mean that we accept this
reality? Shouldn't one wonder how to counter public officials' careless performance towards the people they represent?
[s it not our right and civic duty to demand transparency-to questions how money is allocated and where development

money is spent.

While we continuously ask ourselves these questions, they do not go much further than that. The reason for this is sim-
ple; we have become accustomed to complaining about situations that we are not in favor of, but fear taking it further.
Perhaps, this fears stems from a general lack of understanding of civic duty, since what we regard public officials as rep-
resenting a regional, community or family rather than representing a public institutions with specific roles, responsibil-

ities and mandate.

Add to that, the atmosphere across villages, especially in Chmistar, is based on familial ties. As a result, if one demands
transparency and accountability, it is unfortunately translated into an attack against that particular family rather than
acivic duty. Yet, there is hope. There is an emergence of intellectuals and people who are beginning to understand this
dysfunctionality and are beginning to change. This change with time will bear fruit and solutions to issues will be advo-

cated for regardless of how small they may be.

Shaimaa Abi Raad, Facilitator, Hayya Bina




In The Spotlight Partner at a Glance: Development for People & Nature Association
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Grace Ghaleb
Facilitator, PPM

What do you consider your greatest
achievement?

Choosing the field of social work as
studies and career

If you could privately interview one
Lebanese politician, who would you choose?
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah

What is your favorite catchphrase by a
Lebanese Politician?

ol iles g

Which humanitarian cause do you fully
embrace?

World Peace

If you could live during another histori-
cal era, which would it be?

1800s (love the dresses)

On what occasion do you lie?

Severall!

If you were the Lebanese President for
one day, what would be your first major
decision?

Civil Law (civil marriage...)

Which words or phrases do you most
overuse?

OkK... Akid...Khalas...la2

If you were to die and come back as a
person or a thing, what would it be?
Myself

Which person (dead or alive) would you
like to have over dinner?

Jesus

What is your favorite occupation?
Social work

Who are your favorite writers?

Paulo Coelho, Gibran Khalil Gibran
What is your greatest fear?

Sickness

If you could ask Barack Obama one
question, what would that be?

Can | be your assistant?

What is the trait you most deplore in others?
Hypocrisy

What do you consider the most overrat-
ed virtue?

Virginity

If you could magically start speaking a
new language, what would it be?
Enochian--Language of the Angels
What is your motto?

We cannot direct the wind... but we can
adjust the sails

As afacilitator for the Citizen Lebanon program has helped shed
light on various issues which are considered important to the
citizens participating in discussion groups taking place inside
Anfeh village. The participants symbolize a mixture of local soci-
ety that is rich in culture, education and knowledge; and politi-
cal and religious diversity. Participants contributed to the dis-
cussions in democratic spirit, excitement and passion,
exchanged ideas and opinions were presented in transparency
and were subjected to intensity and criticism.

What distinguishes the discussions that take place between the My friends
. . . . 11. What is your favorite occupation?
participants is that they all agree and are convinced that the . Writing
problems in today's society are to a certain degree a common 12. Who are your favorite writers?
issue they all suffer from. Although every participant has a different perspective on what constitutes the right Efi";gve\’lzL"’;rit;'s:ge'r‘,’\lh;r:g;‘:: Arkon,
wayto rule the country, yet they all agree that the problems in the country lies in the sectarian politics, politics 13. What Is you} greatest fear?
in general, the administrative corruption, absence of the observatory authority, inequality in the rights and Wars
duti bsen f rnment authori n all Leban territories, in ri r tions and terrorizing of 14 f you could ask Barack Obama one
duties, absence of gove ent autho ity on a ebanese territories, insecu ity, prosecutions and terrorizing o question, what would that be?
journalists and media channels and in bad economical situation and standards of living. These are samples of the Do you plan on helping Lebanon in the
concerns that the participants had expressed in the series of the discussions. future? , ]
15. What is the trait you most deplore in others?
Fanaticism and demagogy
As a trade mark also in, Citizen Lebanon program is that the number of participants is rising to a degree that the 16. What do you consider the most overrat-
hall where the discussion sessions takes place, seems small where in fact the hall is wide enough to fit large num- ;dgr\:ﬁl;eén d death for everyday ssues
bers of people. On top of that, the participants are asking for more discussion groups in order to re-discuss past 17. If you could magically start speaking a
topics. Also the participants asked for proposing topics that deal with village concerns and the ways to activate new language, what would it be?

youth role inside the local community.

Toufic Nakhoul, Facilitator, CESMO

The Development for People & Nature Association (DPNA) is a Lebanese nongovernmental, secu-
lar association founded and led by social activists to work with and respond to the needs of the
local community, especially the disadvantaged (children, adolescents, youth, women and people
with special needs) on the basis of sustainable development.

— Development, Solidarity, Human Rights and Environmental Protection are the basis on which DPNA
DPNA builds its partnerships and alliances with the local, regional, international community.

DPNA works in partnership with a team of local, national and international NGOs to make a positive change in
the community.

DPNA's Vision consists of promoting a civil society that motivates the participation of children, adolescents,
youth, women and people with special needs

DPNA's Fields of Intervention:

o Empowering and Enhancing youth Participation at different levels by producing educational and practical
guides, in addition to training programs.

o Enhancing Active Participation of citizens in their local communities

o Building consensus among community members from different backgrounds

o Promoting Peace Education and conflict resolution through empowering children, adolescents and youth of
conflict resolution skills based on creational and artistic methods .

« Empowering youth and women with vocational and life skills In The Sp Otllght

» Promoting environmental protection

DPNA started in 2003 in a small apartment on the 10th floor in a

building in Saida city. Today DPNA works through eight interactive
centers across the South, and Beirut.

Wissam Amine
4 Facilitator, Sho’un Janoubiya

1. What do you consider your greatest

achievement?
SnapShOtS from Anfeh | haven't achieved the greatest yet
2. Ifyou could privately interview one

Lebanese politician, who would you choose?
Amine El Gemayyel

Anfeh has a rich history of civilization and development; it is considered 3. What ls your favorite catchphrase by a

the most important, as well as one of the oldest Phoenician villages that Lebanese Politician?

lie on the costal-line of the Mediterranean Sea. Known as a touristic site, We won't go back to the days of Syrian
. . 1 . . T ) hegemony (Samir Geagea)

Anfeh Is known for fishing, its c.hurches, old caves apd its hospltr?lllty sec 4. Which humanttarian cause do you fully

tor. It is also known for producing natural salt and is covered with olive embrace?

groves which are used for olive oil extraction. Raising awareness among youth

5. If you could live during another histori-
cal era, which would it be?

Natives of this community have been extrememly successful and are | don't like the past, maybe in an era
prominent in politics, media, public administration, economics, society, mgzeg:;oeugat:]eefs"ss'b'e to move
culture and religion. 6. On what occasion do you lie?

When | am embarrassed to show my
political affiliations in front of strangers
7. If you were the Lebanese President for
one day, what would be your first major
decision?
Dissolving the militias
8. Which words or phrases do you most
overuse?
God Knows
9. If you were to die and come back as a
person or a thing, what would it be?
Imam Ali, for he represents the voice of
human justice, as Georges Jerdak said.
10. Which person (dead or alive) would you
like to have over dinner?

English
18. What is your motto?
There's no absolute truth but freedom
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