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The Newsletter of the Citizen Lebanon Community

Akkar Candidate Debate

On Thursday May 21st, 2009, Citizen Lebanon's partner in North Lebanon, CESMO, successfully organized the
first candidate debate as part of Citizen Lebanon's activities in the northern district of Akkar. The latest United
Nations Development Programme Poverty, Growth and Income Distribution in Lebanon Report identified Akkar
as the most impoverished region in Lebanon with 60 percent of its population considered poor.

170 residents of Akkar and six media outlets: Future
News, Annahar, NTV, NBN, Téle Liban and Sada Akkar,
attended the debate between MP Hadi Hobeish contesting
the March 14 Maronite Seat and Dr. Soud el Youssef con-
testing the Sunni seat in Akkar, which marked the first
such activity to take place in the region. While other
Lebanese civil society organizations across the country
have conducted roundtable discussions with candidates, in addition to lectures and presentation
of candidates' platforms, Citizen Lebanon can be considered to be the first civil society outlet that
managed to organize and implement a candidate debate with developed and specified guidelines
and mechanisms. The NDI Citizen Lebanon team worked closely with and played a crucial role in
supporting the CESMO team in the development, organizing, supervision and technical assistance
necessary to conduct such a high profile activity.
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The two candidates debated their views and stands for one hour and a half on the economic, political, and social issues, moderated by Ahmad Omar,
Citizen Lebanon facilitator for Akkar. Candidates had 3 minutes each to introduce themselves and their platforms, which was then followed by the ques-
tion and answer session giving each candidate one minute and a half to respond.

Questions included:

e If you succeed in becoming a Member of Parliament what is the first developmental step you will take for Akkar?

e Internal and external migration from Akkar has reached 80 percent in some villages. Will you work to reduce the migration percentage? And how?

e AkKkar is portrayed as a hotbed of fundamentalists and outlaws while Akkar supports the State by contributing the largest number of men to the
Lebanese Army, and on every occasion made the largest number of martyrs. In your opinion how would you change the picture?

e If you were asked to become or to name a minister in the upcoming government what would you choose and why?
Within the talks about administrative reform and a balanced development. What would be your role in insuring that Akkar as well as other regions
of Lebanon are well represented?

A 15-minute session was allocated to respond to questions collected by the audience, 70 ques-
Thank you for organizing such an event in tions in total where collected, but candidates only had time to answer 10. Questions from the
our area, this is the first time such an excit- audience ranged from: how many and what were the books you read this past year?" to "what is
ing activity takes place in Akkar, and it is the your stand regarding the Third Republic?"
first time that Akkar is given importance like
Beirut,” said an audience member. The overall atmosphere of the debate was calm and positive; yet, the novelty of such an event
was reflected in the relative inexperience of the candidates as well as the media- who brought
only one microphone. While both candidates had trouble sticking to the allotted time/per question, and showed frustration, at certain times, MP Hadi
Hobeish clearly had the upper hand throughout the debate. The debate is available on video for those who are interested.

Elections 09: Because Your Voice Counts!

"Always vote for principle, though you may vote alone, and you may cherish the sweetest reflection that your vote is never lost” - John Quincy Adams

Here we go again!

Elections are holding all the attention and interest of the population... all the eyes and minds are focused on one day, "D Day", the 7th of June 2009.

Wherever you go, whatever you do, you can hear citizens talking about predictions, statistics, polls, calculations, candidate debates, asphalt, and, most important-
ly, the price of votes. A sort of stock market where votes can cost parties up to 1000 USD, especially if one is considered to be "key" to election results.

If you go on a tour to Baalbek, Chmustar and Hermel, where Hayya Bina's work is concentrated and where our organization is currently working on an opinion
poll that would help us get a clearer idea of the atmosphere in those regions, you'll find lots and lots of eagerness to change the status quo in the eyes of the citi-
zens who are deprived of their very basic rights. But, due to the lack of options, a large number of people will be opting for a blank ballot this time around, pri-
marily in Chmustar. That’s the best candidate in their eyes. Now that's a source of hope!

The atmosphere across the villages isn't that encouraging with regards to changing the ruling authorities and people believe that everything will remain the same,
since the same people and ideas will be reelected. "Yes, there is a hope for some change but not before two or three generations at least" stated Hussein, a partic-

ipant in the Citizen Lebanon program from Hermel.

Promoting optimism and encouraging the youth is so essential because we can't hope for long-lasting change without basing our efforts on an active and vibrant community.

Whether it's for this list or that list, or especially if it is for the "blank list", it is important to be there on June 7, 2009... because, regardless of what it says, "Your
Voice Counts"!

Christelle Abou Chabke
Program Manager, Hayya Bina




Baldati Promoting
the Lebanese

Elections
Observation on
Baldati.com

As the Lebanese parliamentary
elections preparations have point-
ed out the usual challenges, Baldati,
as a member in the Coalition CLOE
and a long time partner of LADE in
the field of election observation,
has geared up the main regional
media tool Baldati.com to respond
to those challenges.

By creating a special community for
elections (www.baldati.com/all/
elections) and offering official links
and documentary resources for our
members as well as by promoting
the recruitment of observers online
and publicizing equally all related
electoral news, we believe to have
contributed in spreading the con-
cept of election observation and
that of true democratic processes.

In parallel we have created a dis-
cussion over Main Baldati.com (Ask
your candidate) offering an expres-
sive platform for our members to
share their thoughts and ideas by
asking the questions that most
directly affect them.

Finally our Baldati.com Elections e-
community has gathered to date 75
articles posted by the Baldati team
as well as by website members.
Baldati.com was visited from 122
countries and by an approximate
number of 9,500 different visitors
for May 2009.

Sarita Salameh
Program Manager, Baldati

LPHU’s “Our Rights” Campaign

Heading to the polling stations on June 7, 2009, Lebanese of all backgrounds and
over the age of 21 will get the chance to cast a ballot for the candidate of their
choosing. This process is considered an essential and vital expression of a per-
son's democratic right that not everybody has been able to take part in. For per-
sons with a disability like Mohamad Haress or Jana el Husseini, both Citizen
Lebanon participants, the ability to vote has represented a struggle.

The "Our Rights" campaign that began in 2005 under the slogan "voting with dig-
nity and independence”, continued into the bi-elections in 2007 arriving at the :
upcoming parliamentary 2009 elections. This campaign has had many achievements, the most promlnent belng the passing
of the decree by the Ministry of Interior that ensures accessibility criteria is adhered by the municipalities. In 2009, this
effort intends to encompass over 200 monitors and volunteers taking part in the election observation process in partner-
ship with LADE and the CLOE coalition. In the lead up to the elections, Citizen Lebanon staff volunteered and conducted 6
training sessions in the Bekaa, South Lebanon, and Beirut to better prepare those taking part during the campaign to have a
firm grasp on the issue of political participation for persons with disability.

Citizen Lebanon staff and volunteers have also been involved in the planning and logistics for the election day activities that
will include assisting persons with disabilities to be able to reach polling station that might not be accessible to them.
Despite the fact that less than 1% of polling stations have met all the accessibility criteria required to allow full access to
this marginalized group, the "Our Rights" campaign will continue to shed light on the difficulties associated with this issue
and persevere in demanding the criteria for accessibility be met throughout Lebanon.

Snapshots from the Shouf

As Election Day was approaching, the Permanent Peace Movement (PPM) thought it
needed to take full advantage of this opportunity to connect citizens with their elected
officials or candidates. This decision falls within PPM's broader vision which seeks to
promote the effective participation of citizens in the political processes.

Originally, PPM tried to organize a debate between candidates from opposing coalitions but
this was received with little enthusiasm by both sides of the political spectrum. As a conse-
quence, PPM decided to organize two successive roundtable discussions with candidates
from one side each time. That way, Citizen Lebanon discussion group participants would
be able to ask questions that are of concern to them and that can affect their daily lives.

MP Marwan Hamade answering a
participant's question

On Saturday May 9, 2009, the group welcomed two candidates from the March14 Shouf list, Mr.Marwan Hamadeh and Mr.
Dory Chamoun, in the Barouk Mahmoud Family House. Separately, PPM and discussion group participants met with the
March 8 candidate, Mr. Nassif Azzi in his house in Jiyeh, Shouf, on May 23, 2009.

The questions mainly focused on economic and social aspects. Both coalitions emphasized the importance of enhancing the
prosperity of the Shouf, especially in the sectors of agriculture and tourism while stressing on the idea of stability and peace-
ful coexistence in the "Jabal" between the Druze, Christian and Muslim communities. Only then, they said, will the daily lives
of ordinary citizens improve in a sustainable manner.

While the discussions remained relatively broad, they gave participants a better sense of what to expect from different can-
didates in terms of policy-development and implementation. As for candidates themselves, they have been exposed to the
opinions of their constituencies and now know that their actions will be objectively assessed and evaluated.

Sho'un Janoubiya; Youth and Public Affairs

Sho'un Janoubiya magazine has launched a series of panel discussions on youth and public affairs. The first discussion took place on February 28, 2009 in
Nabatiyyeh, South Lebanon, in the presence of a number of associations, civil, youth and regional municipalities, as well as religious, educational, and cultural
representatives. This first panel focused on "the role of youth in the parliamentary elections."

The meeting was opened by the Head of the Nabatiyyeh Municipality, Dr. Mustafa Badr al-Dine; after welcoming the audience and thanking the sponsors of the
event, Sho'un Janoubiya magazine, Dr. Badr al-Dine emphasized the importance the role of youth role in society. He stated that youth have had a crucial mis-
sion throughout the history of the country. He noted that the youth are deprived of some rights and should therefore raise their voice and continue to do so
until they achieve their goals. He also emphasized the key role that youth play in reforming the political system and ridding it of sectarianism, corruption and
bribery.

The first session addressed the "constitutional and legal aspects of the parliamentary elections”, which was led by Faisal Abd al-Sater, who discussed the
importance for young people to claim their right to participate in the parliamentary elections and to reduce the voting age to 18.

The representative of the Civil Campaign for Electoral Reform (CCER) at the Ministry of Interior, Said Sanadiki, revealed that the reduction of voting age may
not necessarily require amending the Constitution. He also stressed the need to give young people this right, since Lebanon is a "young" country. Sanadiki also
called for the right of expatriates to vote as they are the mainstay of economic life in Lebanon.

The second session focused on "youth participation in the electoral process" and was presented by Sho'un Janoubiya's editor-in-chief, Ali Al Amine, who
explained that the public's security and political fears of the electoral process has caused the oversight of key issues within the process, one of which is youth
participation. Mr. Al Amine explained his support for a proportional representation law, because this law is fair law and preserves the rights of minorities. The
session was concluded with several interventions and opinions about the importance of civil society and its role in spreading awareness and knowledge in
youth.

The panel took place twenty days before the parliament passed a law that lowers the voting age from 21 to 18.
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